CHAPTER XV

ENGLAND'S BETRAYAL

THE capture of the Basque and Asturian provinces ended
another phase of the Spanish affair. General Franco's
supporters in England made the most of his successive
* victories* over the unfortunate militia, cut off in the
northern enclave. Many people in England, slightly
uncertain about their geography, assumed that the
end of the war was in sight, and that an insurgent triumph
was inevitable. Actually there had been no large-scale
fighting for several months on the long front between
the Republican and insurgent arsaies. After the Italian
rout at Brihuega in March the Government set itself
to train and equip their new army. The result of their
efforts was seen in December, when choosing their
own time and place they made a magnificently successful
raid on Teruel.

It seems possible that internal political difficulties
accounted for General Franco's inactivity after the fall
of Gijon at the end of October. Possibly the Italians
and Germans, having achieved their two strategic
objectives in Andalusia and Northern Spain, began
to insist that General Franco should finish off the
war himself. Affairs in the Far East were distracting the
attention of the Powers from Spain. The Japanese
campaign against China was adding a new series of
atrocities and horrors to the long tale of crime which
has followed logically and inevitably from the night of
September 1931, when Mukden was-seized by Japanese
troops. For some weeks before Teruel the English
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